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Chirping Building, Greco Pirelli Bridge, Milan, 2025
(link video)

A building becomes an unconscious urban sensor. Its stairca-
se lights, connected to passing trains, reveal themselves as a
language.

Their switching on and off trace phrases, anticipations, pau-
ses, and returns—an underground dialogue between archi-
tecture and infrastructure.

The Chirping Building, situated at the edge of the railways,
absorbs and translates the vibrations of passing trains into
visual signs.

Man no longer controls the machine; the city expresses itself
through its technical fabric. The staircase becomes an exter-
nal metronome:

a sudden pause, an unexpected re-ignition, an asynchrony
between floors—everything becomes signal, everything beco-
mes form.

Or perhaps it is nothing more than a technical anomaly, a
random fault that has taken the shape of rhythm.
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https://www.youtube.com/shorts/K-Jq8vg48vs?feature=share

Exploring human absence in Grana Valley, 2025:
La vuoto de Prit e Garitin (Prit and Garitin's Stable), Cialancia-Pradleves, Grana Valley, Cuneo (IT), 2025 (link website)

“La vuoto de Prit e Garitin” is a site-specific installation designed for a ruin in a semi-abandoned village in Val Grana. The project takes shape in
the heart of an area marked by depopulation, transforming an architectural void into a perceptual threshold, where what really matters is not
presence, but absence. In the old stable of Spirito and Margherita — known locally as “Prit” and “Garitin” — beams of light slowly turn on and off,
guided by data collected from motion sensors distributed throughout the valley. However, it is not light that takes center stage, but darkness.

Powered by a visitor's power bank, the installation turns a technical constraint into a poetic gesture — inviting care, presence, and resonance with
a fragile place.
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https://jukai.org/portfolio/entrenous-a-i-r-2/

Exploring human absence in Grana Valley, 2025:

Cava_Habitat for what is no longer there, San Pietro quarries, Grana Valley (Cuneo), Italy, 2025 (link website)

Cava is a luminous installation set inside a disused slate quarry above San Pietro, in the Cuneo mountains of northwestern Italy.

From a place of extraction till 1984, the quarry becomes an archive of absences: of stone, of people, of energy. It is a wound in the mountain, a
hollow carved into the body of the earth — a kind of anti-monument. Within this void, the installation takes shape as a silent machine that
measures absence.

Inside the quarry, four transparent acrylic tubes rise toward the low ceiling like fragile vertebrae of light. Powered by real-time data from motion
sensors spread throughout the valley, the tubes light up and fade slowly, following a rhythm that doesn’t celebrate presence, but rather questions
its disappearance. It is in the moments when the light turns off that the work reveals itself most fully: a quiet heartbeat, marking a time in which
nothing happens. The installation is viewed from a specific point outside the quarry. The interior darkness preserves its meaning: each flicker is a
faint disturbance, a ghost signal. The sensors — usually devices of surveillance and efficiency — are reimagined as poetic instruments for

listening to intervals, for measuring the duration of solitude.
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https://jukai.org/portfolio/entrenous-a-i-r/

Torre Velasca Project, Milan (project in progress)

We are starting a collaboration with the Department of Physics, University of Milan on a project that re-
veals the imperceptible vibrations of the Torre Velasca through light and matter. Seismographs detect
the building’s hidden oscillations and translate them into pulses of LED light — a luminous sculpture,
both solid and dynamic, that transforms the architecture into a living, breathing organism and makes
the invisible visible.
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Installation at the former connection between Lehrterstrasse and Poststadion in Moabit, Berlin, 2025

The image shows one of our recent works: a luminous “window” that appears as people pass by, drawing attention to a space
suspended between abandonment and possibility. The work was created after meeting local residents who, for decades, have fought to reopen a
passage that connects their neighbourhood to a public park — a struggle that inspired us to reflect on the right to the city and shared spaces.
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Sandaga project: Dem Dikk / Viavai, Italian Institute of Culture, Dakar, 2024 (link to website)

Through wall-mounted light installation, we translated the imperceptible flow of merchants, goods, and visitors at the Sandaga Market into a
living, pulsating form. The daily comings and goings, recorded on site, became the intangible soul of the market — a rhythmic identity that reveals
the invisible presence of a place, just as our new project seeks to do by listening to the vibrations of urban spaces and their communities.
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https://jukai.org/portfolio/sandaga-project-dem-dikk-viavai/
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Spontaneous Motions, Center for Art and Urbanistics ZK/U, Berlin, 2023 (link to website)

‘Spontaneous Motions’ is a site-specific light installation that uses motion sensors to make the social vitality of the place perceptible.

Every passage, every presence, generates a light impulse that transforms the space into a reactive organism. The work was conceived and
installed during the Open Haus event — a moment when the Center opens its doors to the public, becoming a tangible and shared community.
This experience has reinforced our search for a sensitive listening of the urban environment: an art that gives visible form to the invisible traces
of the life of places.”

COPYRIGHT © 2026 JUKAI


https://jukai.org/portfolio/spontaneous-motions/

JUKAI | Marta Fumagalli+Riccardo Pirovano

BIO

Marta Fumagalli and Riccardo Pirovano work together as visual artists since 2011
under the name Jukai. making site-specific projects in Europe, Senegal and Japan
sprouted from the observation and the interaction with places and people. Their
research focuses on urban landscape and its pro-cesses of transformation that
pass through the most neglected or informal places in the city, trying to capture
and understand that special vitality. Since September 2022, they have been based
in Berlin with their two young daughters.
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EDUCATION

Marta Fumagalli

2015 Master in Visual Arts, Brera Fine Arts Academy of Milan | 2013 Beaux-Arts,
Erasmus Program, Paris

Riccardo Pirovano

2007 Master in Visual Arts, Brera Fine Arts Academy of Milan

EXHIBITIONS

2026 Exploring human absence in Grana Valley, Cialancia-Pradleves, Terra del
Castelmagno Ecomuseum, Italy

2024 Sandaga Market, special performance part of The Threshold under Turbine
Vents, Sunblanket Foundation in Seoul (South Corea), curator Chao Jiaxing
Dem-Dikk/Viavai, Italian Institute of Culture in Dakar (SN), curator Mohamed A.
Cissé

2023

OPEN HOUSE January and March, c/o Center for Art and Urbanistics ZK/U, Berlin
2020

Unrealized Projects, window exhibition c/o feldfiinf e.V. in Berlin

FRESH A.LR. Scholarship exhibition, Urban Nation, Berlin

2019

SWING SWING, Fonderia Napoleonica, indipendet project for Daikin Group, Milan
2018

Mon super kilométre, Dak’Art 2018 - Projets speciaux (SN), curator STUDIO UY077
2017

StudiFestival#3, open studio, Milan

2016

Spazi creativi, International challenge Orticolario 2016, Villa Erba, Como Lake (IT)
2015

Wakayama Salone, Wakayama (JP), curator Ogasawara Yoshiteru

2014

UTAKATA, BiwakoBiennale2014, Omihachiman, Shiga (JP), curator Nakata Yoko
Muovere le acque, Hall Expostudio, Milan,curator A.A. Nobili

Secret Garden, Posti di Vista 11*, Fabbrica del Vapore, Milan, curator N.S.Bonetti
2013

Trapani Biennale, Nutri-menti, Trapani, (IT), curator A. Sammartano

AAM 5°edition, Sole240re Palace, Milan

2012

Biwako Biennale 2012, Shiga (JP), curator Nakata Yoko

Woods, Nessun dove, dappertutto project, Cremona, (IT), crator D.C. Fragale
Milano-Medina, Dak’Art OFF, Espace Medina, Dakar (SN), curator Traoré M.
2011

Paradigmi, Geh8, Dresden (D), curator E. Fuchs

Strategie di sopravvivenza, Lecco, (IT), curators N.S. Bonetti, M. Garegnani
Nemeton, Nature Reserve “Fagiana”, Magenta, (IT),curators N.S. Bonetti,

M. Garegnani

GRANT/RESIDENCIES

2025 Entre Nous Art Residency Programme, promoted by Valle Grana Cultural
Village project, Italian Ministry of Culture

2024 Dem-Dikk/Viavai project grant, by Italian Institute of Culture in Dakar

2022 Center for Art and Urbanistics ZK/U, International Residency Program, Berlin

2021 Italian Council 10, Area 3 - Development of Talents, General Directorate

Contemporary Creativity, Italian Ministry of Culture

2019 FRESH A.LR,, Berliner Leben Foundation, Berlin

2019 Bienno, Borgo degli artisti, Valle Camonica (IT)

2013-2016 I-Bart, International workshop on Bamboo Art, NPO Earth Design

School Miyazu (]P)

Info

Website: http://jukai.org/
Instagram: @jukaiumwelt

portfolio : https://jukai.org/contact
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